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was in a situation in which the continuance of these troubles might
be extremely damaging to the national interest.
Whichever of these arguments may have prevailed the strike was
called off after two days and the differences between the parties
referred to a Royal Commission which settled them amicably for
the time being. So far as the merits of the case were concerned,
Asquith's sympathy throughout was largely with the men, many
of whom he thought to be underpaid and overworked, but he had
no doubt whatever that the first duty of the Government was to
prevent disorder, and keep the railways open.
In a speech to the Executive Committee of the City of London
Conservative Association on 8th November, 1911, Mr, BaJfour
announced his resignation of the leadership of the Conservative
Party, The reasons which he alleged for taking this step— the burden
of years, desire for repose, the need of new blood in high places —
were supplemented in the minds of politicians with reflections on
the difficulties of leading the Tory Party, which was still in a state
of active recrimination between different schools of Tariff Reformers
and had failed to find rest in the supposed sovereign remedy of the
referendum-1 Asquith paid a generous tribute to his old friend
and life-long opponent in his speech at the Lord Mayor's Banquet
on the following day ;a
" I am not going to follow the rather unhappy example which is set
in many quarters this morning by contributing another obituary notice
of a career of which I hope and believe there are many chapters still to
be written by the pen of history, I will only venture to predict that it
will be long before we shall see again in the forefront of political strife a
personality so invaluable to his friends, so formidable to his foes, so
interesting and attractive to friends and foes alike, or such a unique
combination of gifts and powers as has made Mr. BaUmu by universal
consent the most distinguished member of the greatest deliberative
Assembly in the world/'
Mr, Bonar Law, who succeeded Mr. Balfour in the leadership of
the Unionist Party, took an early opportunity of announcing that
the era of compliments between politicians was ended, and greatly
delighted an enthusiastic audience at the Albert Hall at the end of
* Before the I>ecember election of 1910, Mr, Balfour had anaounoed in a speech
at the Albert Hall (29th November, 1910), that in the event of the return of the
Unionist Party to power, the question of food taxes would be submitted to a referr
endum, This was greeted with cries of " that wins ,the election-" It did not win
the election, and led to much heart-searching in the Unionist Party during the
subsequent months.
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